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Environmental conservation is a need of hour for the betterment of Indian
Society: A case study.

Dr. K. B. Patil
Dept. of Environmental Science, H. J. P. College, Himayatnagar, Dist. Nanded. (M.S.), India.

Abstract:

Environmental problem is a universal problem and it is not limited to any one country.
Human being has a lion's share in destroying the environment by using his intellect more and more
and overcoming the nature with the force of his intellect to make his life more happy and prosperous.
Humans are selfish; for power, wealth and ambition to conquer nature; destroy the nature day by day.
Growing needs caused industrial revolution, massive deforestation, large factories, building and
construction of large dams leads to the degradation of large forests. Industrialization is accelerating
the process of urbanization leading to increase in urban population. The role of society in
environmental conservation is very important because there is not enough awareness about the
environment. Man and nature complement each other and nature provides many opportunities to the
man. Humans should take advantage of this opportunity to stay within the framework of the
environment,

Keywords: Environment, conservation, society, awareness, India.
Introduction: ' '

Environment plays a very important role in the development of human society. If the
environment is conducive to human life, human life can be happy and prosperous. It is clearly seen
that, in many scriptures of India - the air, water, fire, land and life etc. are worshiped by giving a very
important place.

The famous American sociologist L. F. Ward distinguished between humans and non-human
animals. Humans are intelligent, but animals are not. Non-humans do not overpower the nature. They
live as nature has provided and eats food available in nature as per season. But human being has a
lion's share in destroying the environment by using his intellect more and more and overcoming the
nature with the force of his intellect to make his life more happy and prosperous.

Humans are selfish; for power, wealth and ambition to conquer nature; destroy the nature day by day.
Growing needs caused industrial fevolution, massive deforestation, large factories, building and
construction of large dams leads to the degradation of large forests. Industrialization is accelerating
the process of urbanization leading to increase in urban population. Increased population leading to
excessive natural resources, use of water, overuse of fuels due to the increase in the number of
vehicles, the destruction of life has started, so the environmental degradation has become a serious
problem. From the common man to the intellectuals, the environment has become a matter of deep
concern and reflection.

Objectives of the study:

1. To study current environmental problems in India.

2. To study public participation in environmental conservation.

3. To develop the awareness in society about environmental conservation.

Fact Analysis:

Environmental problem is a universal problem and it is not limited to any one country. As
the environmental problem has become not a local but a global problem, in 1972, the first World
Conference on the Environment was held at the international level in Stockholm, Sweden. Since
then, people have been giving a lot of importance to the environmental problems, but even today,
there is not enough awareness developed about the environment in the world. We celebrate many
events like; 22™ March World Water Day, 22" April Earth, 22™ May World Biodiversity Day, 5©
June World Environment Day, 1 week of July Vanmahotsav, 16® September Ozone Day etc. but
still the importance of these days is not seen reaching the general public. World Environment Day is
celebrated on 5" June in all countries of the world with the sublime intention to create a sense of
responsibility and awareness about the environment in all people. Schools, Colleges, Nature Lovers,

3 Website — www.aadharsocial.com Email - aadharsocial @ email.com.




] T i ISSN ;
II'A‘“dh(l "‘ Pearslaviewed & Nefereed Indexed Multidlsaipinnry Internntional Besesreh Journal 2278-9308
£ , ’ ( i"
»!‘“""”) fmpact Pactor «(SJIK) 8,675, Insue NO, (CCCLXXXVIIT) 3688- B ]2-0;2"“3!'}’,
M"‘—‘:""‘"—‘:-M_.m. -

——ncnay

Environment Departments, NGO ete, encouraged 1o organize Seminars, discussions, v'vorkshups,
debaten op Televinion, Radio, articles in Newspapers publish on Environment and l’.nvemmncmﬂl
Depradation, Importance of  Environment,  Plamtation for ccological  balance, ”"Y'm"mcm."l
cducation programs, training ete, Countlens money s spent on environmental education, but, in
Indin, (he cducation on environmental connervition and awareness has not reached mu(".h o (he
tociety, ‘Mhere iy o compulsory subject of Environmental Studies at undcrgrudlmlc' level for every
wtream in oy country, no one take it weriously, Subject teachers are not appointed in eyery collc;:gc
mnd clasien mre no conducting weriounly, We should come out from this situation and give scientific
cducation (o (he students (Ié;.u'cc level to overcome the problem,

Efforts 10 raige environmental awareness have become a major task of the United Nations
today. Many organizations working today such as the Green Peace Society, Friends of Farth, World
Wild Fund etc, Many campaigns were started with the noble intention of creating awareness about
environment in India, including Chipko movement, Apiko movement, Shantighat movement, Aravali
reseue movement, ete, hut as many people do not seems o be aware of it. It is very necessary to
increase the role of the socicty in environmental conservation, Dr, Rajendra Singh has created an
organization called "Tarun Bharat Sangh' for water conservation in the state of Rajasthan and has
created alarge amount of awareness among the people,

. Today, almost one million hectares of forests are being destroyed in India every year, There
18 a scientific report that 367 square kilometers were destroyed in the two years from 2009 to 2011
but people have no awareness about this, According to the report of the Union Ministry of
Environment, 30.97 lakh trees were cut down in 2020-21 while 3.6 crore trees were planted at a cost
of Rs. 397 crores, It is very important to pay attention to this and public participation in the
environmental conservation js very important, Deforestation has invited numerous floods; snow
melting in the Himalayas has caused floods in the rivers of North India. It is very important to create
awarencess in the socicty about the loss of around 50 thousand crores every year due to cnvironmental
destruction, The central government has announced 124 polluted cities in India. Delhi is the most
polluted city among these citics, These citics have cxceeded the limits of pollution. Every Indian
metro city is facing serious problem in terms of air, water and land. It is necessary to make the
socicty awarc that how important is the cenvironment for the existence of all the living creatures on
carth, how important is it to maintain the balance of the environment. Humans are disturbing the
nature for their development, as a result the quality of thc environment is deteriorating and the whole
world is suffering the consequences of the environmental degradation. By creating awareness among
the people and guiding them on how to stop the degradation of the environment, importance of
environment, It is necessary to make available sufficient literature on environmental knowledge. In
the rural areas some meetings are held by the agriculture department on environmental awareness,
about soil testing or some guidance is given about disease control, but it is seen that there is very
little participation of the farmers in those meetings. Today a very serious problem in the rural areas
due to the terrible drugs like herbicides, pesticides and chemical fertilizers, there is no proper
guidance on how to use it, how much it should be used: thus it leads soil pollution, water pollution
and ultimately leads to environmental degradation.

According to NITI Ayog, India was undergoing worst crisis in its history, that nearly 600
million people were facing high to extreme water stress; and about 2 lakh people were dying every
year due to inadequate access to safe water.

India is home to 11.5% of all flora and 6.49 % of all fauna in the world. According to
Botanical Survey of India (BIS), 18 species of plants — 14 flowering and 4- non flowering — have
gone extinct. Whereas in animals, four animals such as Asiatic Cheetah, Sumatran Rhinoceros,
Pink-headed Duck and Himalayan Quail are considered extict in India.

It is necessary to provide a thorough understanding of the various types of pollution caused
by the additional human intervention and its effects on the living organisms, the causes of this
pollution, how it affects the society and what is the duty of every citizen to control the pollution.
What are the things that pollute today? What are the alternatives? How important is it to do with the

things that cause pollution? It is important to give information because today in rural areas near
about 30 to 40 kg. Plastic can be found in the stomach of many cattle.
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Conclusion:

It is the need of the hour to inculcate the feeling that everyone who in born on corth has the
right to live, spread a message in the whole world that, live and let the world live and (o undermtand
the importance of environment. The role of socicty in environmental conservation is very important
because therc is not enough awareness about the environment, Man and nature complement cuch
other and nature provides many opportunitics to the man. Humans should take advantage of this
opportunity to stay within the framework of the environment, the socicty should be aware that, it is
necessary to develop the feeling of brotherhood because, due to the realization that the majority of
the countrics are coming together on the same platform and making collective efforts to maintain the

environmental quality. This is the only solution to conserve the Environment, to save the nature and
live the healthy life.
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